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The infected articles are placed in the chambers in one room, and 
removed from the chambers in an adjoining room, that has no other 
connection, except through the same chamber, with the infected room. 
This method prevents all possible chance of re-infection of the steamed 
articles. 

The chambers are first heated with steam for twenty minutes before 
the articles are introduced so as to' lessen the condensation when the 
pieces are introduced. Thick articles, such as bedding, require the 
application of steam for thirty-five minutes, and other articles, such as 
clothing, only twenty minutes. After disinfection they are allowed to 
remain from ten to twenty minutes in the chamber, and then allowed 
to complete their drying in the open air for a period of one hour. 
They report that all the articles come out in excellent condition, and 
that the clothing has no wrinkles nor creases. Articles that will not 
permit of steam disinfection, such as leather and rubber goods, are first 
thoroughly brushed with soap and water and then sponged with a 5 per 
cent carbolic acid solution. The greater importance is attached to the 
mechanical cleaning, and the carbolic acid solution is regarded only as 
of secondary importance. 

When the articles are thoroughly dried, they are placed in bundles 
again and transported in closed wagons as before, but never the same 
wagons as those used in carrying the infected articles. 

In connection with the steam disinfection, I might mention the fact 
'that the quarters from which the infected materials are removed undergo 
a process of disinfection while the effects are being steamed at the 
institution. The walls are thoroughly rubbed down with bread and 
the floor mechanically cleaned with soap and water and finally a carbolic 
acid solution. Furniture, pictures, and such like, are disinfected with 
carbolic solution. 

The director informed me that he is making a series of experiments 
with formaldehyd gas, with the view of its adoption in the institution. 
So far he has found the gas injurious to certain articles as bronzes, 
furniture, etc. 

Bespectfully, Joseph B. Greene, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. S. 8. 

The SURGEON-GENERAL, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Report from Berlin — Plague, cholera, and smallpox news — Use of serum in 

a case of plague. 

Berlin, Germany, February 9, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit the following information obtained 
from the imperial health bureau : 

Plague. 

Bussia. — According to a report of the governor of Astrakhan, there 
were 6 cases of suspicious sickness in Vladimirowka on January 5. 
The patients are alleged to be on the way to recovery. According to 
a communication dated January 22 no further particulars have been 
made known concerning the course of the epidemic in Tekebai-Tubek 
in the Kirgisen Steppe. The rumor that the plague had broken out in 
Eostow and in the neighboring district of Asow has, according to the 
same report, proven to be unfounded. In the village of Andrejewka 
(district Kamyschin, Gouvern-Saratow), where cases of suspected 
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plague had occurred and of which 10 patients oat of 23 had died up to 
December 8, the governor of Saratov reports that the disease turns out 
to be Siberian plague. 

Egypt. — The ship cook's boy who was taken sick on board the mail 
steamer Senegal under symptoms of the plague, with fever, great weak- 
ness, and swelling of the glands, was, on January 11, on the way to 
recovery. On January 8 and 9 he received 2 injections each of 40 c. c. 
of anti-plague serum obtained from Beirut. He was carefully isolated 
on board, his admission to the hospital at Beirut having been refused, 
and is alleged to have come in contact with no one except the 2 physi- 
cians. 

British East India. — In the city of Bombay 999 persons died dur- 
ing the week ended December 29 — that is to say, 86 more than during 
the foregoing week, and in the same city during the week ended Janu- 
ary 5 there were 1,019 deaths. In the first week 159 deaths were proved 
to be due to plague — that is to say 48 more than during the foregoing 
week, and in the second week 176 of the deaths were from plague. In- 
cluding those cases designated as suspected plague, there occurred in the 
last week 464 deaths from plague. 

Queensland. — According to the bulletins published by the central 
sanitary authorities, 1 case of plague occurred in the colony at Brisbane 
during the week ended December 15. At the end of the week there 
were still 4 cases under treatment at Brisbane and 2 in Thursday Island. 
During the following week, ended December 22, a case of plague is 
alleged to have occurred at Bockhampton. 

Cholera. 

British East India. — In Calcutta 69 persons died of cholera during 
the period from December 23 to January 5. 

Smallpox. 

Turkey. — A rather severe epidemic of smallpox is reported to have 
broken out at Jaffa, in Syria, during the first half of the month of 
January. 

Bespectfully, Joseph B. Greene, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Beport from Berlin — Plague and smallpox information. 

Berlin, Germany, February 18, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit herewith the following information 
obtained from the imperial health bureau : 

The following official information is communicated regarding the 
cases of plague which occurred on board the Highland Prince : 

The steamer which left Antwerp on her return voyage to Bosario on 
August 30 and had completed her cargo in London, arrived on October 
3 in Bahia, and the captain reported sickness on board, but proceeded 
on the voyage to Montevideo, where she arrived on October 12. Up to 
this time, 5 cases of suspected plague had occurred on board the ship. 
In Montevideo, strict sanitary measures were taken, especially with 
regard to the sick and convalescent patients, who were isolated, and the 
baggage, clothing, and effects of the passengers and crew were thor- 



